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If you can hear the cries of woe about you 
   And never yield to join in those cries, too; 
Hold to your faith when other fall about you

   And follow in Christ’s steps in what you do;

If you can hurt, but turn to heal the other

   And give your all, when getting is the norm;

If you will turn to only God for answers,

   He will be your shield in every storm.

When doubt and longing tempt you by deceiving

   And answers just don’t come to fill your need;

Find what you seek is yours just by receiving,

   For God has promised you his love indeed.

If you can face the world in trial or triumph,

   Not passing blame nor credit for success;

Trusting in God’s wisdom, love and pow’r;

   His blessing, yours; His Kingdom to possess.

If you can hold your faith in God unswerving,

   Turn neither to the left nor to the right;

He will be your strength and shield unerring,

   And prove your faith in one true God of might;

If you can hold the simple, phrase of Faith

   And never fail to pass the test each day. 
Have no fear for naught can harm nor hurt you;

   He will guide you home, He knows the way.

Not faith as blindness caused by naive wish,

   Nor foolish trust when life is upside-down; 

But certainty that goodness will persist;

   A certainty that has been handed down.

From Christ, his gift: his word, his life and death;

   From words of prophets warning of the score;

In lives of saints, true icons of the faith;

   We have the word of God in Holy Store;

Then you will hear His voice, confirming surely

   What your heart has always longed to hear, 

“You are my child, in whom I am well pleased.”

   You’ll know - - you are a Child of God, my dear.

Inspired by “IF”, by Rudyard Kipling.
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