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From before the Beginning, God was all there was. And at that beginning, God made everything, every single thing. And God loved all that He made and saw that it was very good and God was pleased when He looked at what He had made. But there was one thing missing, nothing He had made could appreciate what He had done and enjoy it with him. All of the beauty that makes you happy: the majestic mountains, the water falls, the many colors in tiny flowers and butterflies; the sun and moon and even the soft quiet gentleness of the night when the stars twinkle in the velvety black sky, there was no one who could enjoy these things with God. Nothing He had made could say, ‘Thank you’; and worst of all, nothing could love Him back with the same love He felt for it. Just like a beautiful picture that you paint and hang on your wall: it is beautiful and you love it, but it cannot love you back.

And so, God took some of what He had made and formed something really special. He formed man, which means people, boys and girls alike. And He looked upon what He had made and saw that He had done a very good job. God looked at the boy and the girl and He loved them with all the love He had; but He felt that His heart would break if they did not love Him back.

The girl and the boy had eyes to see the perfect creation God had made and ears to hear the beautiful music His creation made. And God gave them noses to smell the flowers and mouths that could taste, so they could enjoy the fruit in the garden that He had made. God also gave them hands and feet so that they could walk and touch all His creation and appreciate what He had done; and they did.

But God still wanted most of all to be loved back. Now God realized that He could make the boy and the girl love Him just like He made the mountain stand still and the birds to fly in the air and the fish to swim in the sea but that kind of love would not bring Him the same joy because they would have no choice. 

That’s it! They had to have the power to choose. But that was very risky. If God gave them the power to choose, they might choose not to love Him. That is what the power of choice means: the freedom to choose to obey or not to obey; to love God or not to love God. They could choose to appreciate everything in their garden or close their eyes to the beauty that God had made. But God decided that the risk was worth it and He gave the girl and the boy, the Power of Choice.

Now everything else that God had given them was obvious but this new gift wasn’t like trees, sunshine, flowers, tigers and bunny rabbits. It was hidden deep inside in a very special place. It is such a special place, I can’t even tell you where it is but I know its name. Its name is Desire. And God said, “Wake up Desire and choose!” But Desire just slept on.

Then God looked around and wondered how Desire could be awakened so that the boy and the girl would know about it and would learn to use it to love him the way He wanted to be loved, the way He loved them, completely and unconditionally. So God created the first school. Not a school like you go to, but still a school where Desire could learn lessons and be tested and become a strong and a beautiful part of what God had created. So God picked a certain tree, a very beautiful tree, and put it in the middle of the Garden of Eden. God told Desire that it could have the fruit of every tree in the Garden except the fruit of this tree. Desire was not to eat any of the fruit of that tree. God knew that this would surely make Desire wake up and learn how to exercise the Power of Choice.

Because they didn’t have any experience, the girl and the boy didn’t realize yet that this new Power of Choice was very powerful and had to be used with great care. God tried to warn the girl and the boy. If they chose to turn their backs on Him and not obey the commandment He had given them, God would not stop loving them, but they would forget Him and everything would change because they could no longer see Him or hear His voice. It would be as though the world they had known did not exist any more. 

And, according to God’s design, Desire awoke in the girl and the boy and they became aware of their Power to Choose. 

Choice, the gift that God had given His Special Creation, in order to be real, had to let the girl and the boy be free to choose not to love Him. God knew that this possibility was real but He loved them so much and desired their unconditional love so much that He was willing to take that chance. Unfortunately, the boy and the girl did not choose to obey God. The tree was so beautiful and the fruit looked so tasty that they decided to choose to disobey God and take and eat some of it. They chose not to pay any attention to God’s warning. 

And God was sad and lonely and the boy and the girl, too, were sad and felt very much alone. And God experienced rejection and the girl and the boy experienced rejection for they were created in His image and likeness. Rejection was like a great shadow between them, and the boy and the girl could no longer see God or the perfect world where they had always been. They did not know how to go back and it felt as though they had died.

The rest of the story is about how God, who never stopped loving His creation, watches over them and whispers to them His Right Way, longing for them to choose to love Him but never forcing them to because He can not, and would not, even if He could, take away their Power of Choice. God waits patiently because He knows that everyone carries a memory of what it was like in Paradise and that someday they will remember and choose to return home to His love and give their love in return.
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